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were there; and they seemed to wish for nothing bet-
ter than to enroll themselves under the banner of
Jesus Christ, where they would have been received
at once if we had had a firm foothold in the country.
But just as we were hoping to continue [17] the work,
it happened that sieur de Monts, being unable longer
to meet the expenses, and not receiving any help
from the King, was obliged to recall all those who
were over there, who had not taken with them the
means necessary to a longer sojourn. So it would
have been rash and unwise to administer baptism to
people whom it was necessary afterwards to abandon,
and give them an opportunity to return to their cor-
ruption. But now that the work is being carried on
in earnest, and as sieur de Poutrincourt has actually
settled there, it is lawful to impress upon their minds
and souls the stamp of Christianity, after having
instructed them in the principal articles of our Faith.
Sieur de Poutrincourt is careful to do this, remem-
bering what the Apostle said, He that cometh to God,
must believe that he is; and after believing this, one
comes gradually to ideas which are farther removed
from mere sensual apprehension, such as the belief
that out of nothing God created all things, that he
made himself man, that he was born of a Virgin,
that he consented to die for man, etc. And inas-
much as the Ecclesiastics who have been taken over
there are not [18] familiar with the language of these
people, the Sieur has taken the trouble to teach them
and to have them taught by his eldest son, a young
Gentleman who understands and speaks the native
language very well, and who seems to have been
destined to open up to the Savages the way to
heaven. The people who are at Port Royal, and in
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